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Sept. 30, 1996
COST OF LIVING KEEPS STUDENTS AT UM LONGER
MISSOULA The biggest obstacle to graduating in four years is the increasing amount of time students
spend working to support themselves, according to a recent survey released by The University of
Montana—Missoula.
The Associated Students of The University of Montana, the University Teachers’ Union and
UM administrative offices funded the survey, which was mailed to students at the end of spring
semester 1996. Dan Doyle, a professor in sociology, and David Jackson, a professor in forestry,
analyzed the survey results.
The researchers sent out 628 surveys, with a response rate of about 40 percent. Doyle and
Jackson said the response was probably hindered because the survey was mailed late in the
semester, a traditionally busy time for students.
The cost of tuition and the high cost of living in Missoula are the leading factors in keeping
students at UM for more than four years, Doyle said. The average UM students works about 16
hours a week. Factoring out non-working students, the average jumps to 23 hours a week. About
15 percent of students work 40 hours or more each week.
The survey revealed the average UM student is more than 22 years old, Doyle said.
"The image of a student fresh out of high school, 18 to 21 years old, and largely or
completely supported by parents doesn’t really describe our students," Doyle said.
- more -
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Students are taking an average of 12 to 13 credits a semester, which equates to about four
and a half years to graduation. Students with dependents take about three credits less than those
who don’t have dependents.
Beginning spring semester 1997 students need 120 credits to graduate with a bachelor’s
degree, a drop from the previous requirement of 130 credits. The change will help graduation
rates, Jackson said, because it cuts the attendance of a traditional student by a semester.
Getting into classes has been a perceived roadblock to fast track graduation, but the survey
showed only a few bottlenecks to getting required classes. The survey also showed that nearly half
of UM ’s students had less trouble accessing classes using UM ’s new telephone registration system,
Dial BEAR. Doyle and Jackson agree that students are hindered not by access problems, but by
trying to balance school, employment and family responsibilities.
Copies of the survey results are available by calling Doyle at 243-5912 or Jackson at
243-2945.
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